Welcome to 6th Grade:
[image: image1.wmf]We would like to start off by saying welcome to Norterra Canyon! We are all very excited to begin this journey. We believe that working together as a team with students, parents, and staff will create a safe and successful learning environment for each and every student. Our philosophy in the classroom is to meet the needs of all our students by identifying what methods work best with each one to ensure they reach their full potential. We strive to help them become independent, self-motivated learners who will be prepared to meet the challenges of middle school after they leave our classroom. We enjoy teaching an integrated curriculum with diversified instruction that will hopefully make learning not only interesting, but fun! Every child is a gift and brings something special to our classroom. 

Sincerely, 
Allison Jenkins, Kendra Beatty, Jessica Kerich, and Shanna Stajduhar

Class Schedule:

8:15-9:30 Period 1

9:30-10:45 Period 2

10:45-11:30 Specials

11:30-11:45 Period 3
11:45-12:30 Lunch

12:30-1:45 Period 3
1:45-3:00 Period 4
Classroom Management:

As a grade level, we will be using Pirate Bucks as a reward/consequence system to represent good choices with positive behavior. Auctions will be held within each classroom for students to purchase classroom rewards. Students will be notified from the teacher about upcoming auctions.
· Money will NOT be replaced if lost, washed or stolen. 

 Ways to earn Pirate Bucks:

· Exhibiting PIRATE PRIDE

· Straight lines/ quiet lines

· Staying on task

· Compliments from other pirates

· Good reports from substitutes

· Class participation
· Tidy up classroom

· Help a peer who is struggling

· Perseverance in work
Ways to lose Pirate Bucks:

· Causing a safety issue

· Interrupting the learning of others

· Choosing to act inappropriately

· Not being prepared for class

· Gum 

· Cell phones
· Other consequences may be applied depending on the severity of the infraction.
Classroom Rules and Expectations:

1. Feel free to do anything that does not cause a problem for anyone else in the whole world.

2. I teach when there are no distractions or problems. 

3. I listen to students who raise their hand.

4. I listen to one person at a time. 

5. Please treat me with the same respect I treat you. 

6. If someone causes a problem, I will do something.

7. What I do will depend on what happened and what the person is willing to do to solve the problem. 
GUM: Gum is not allowed at all on campus. If you have gum, you will have a consequence. 

Cell Phones: The campus policy is off and away all day. If you choose to have your phone out, you are choosing to have it sent to the office. 
Toys: Do not bring toys to class. If they become a problem they will be placed in the “May box” and you will not get it back until then.

Dress Code: 

· If you are wearing something inappropriate for school you will be required to change. 

· No under garments showing!

· No short shorts. 

· Pretty much…. We want you covered.

· Hats are not allowed to be worn in the classroom. They will be taken away until the end of the day and may result in a consequence.
*Severe Clause- Our school has a zero tolerance policy and any serious offense will result in immediate referral to the office (fighting, bullying, inappropriate language, and damage to school’s property or people).

Water:
It is important that a water bottle be brought to school every day. Be sure to use a water bottle that closes completely and will not spill. All water bottles that have a hole punched in them will be emptied and put in the recycle bin. If your bottle causes a classroom disruption, you will not be able to have one. 
* Only plain water is permitted in the classroom. 

* Water bottles cannot be shared. 
Work Policies:

All classroom assignments are to be written in the student’s agenda every day. All work is due the following day immediately at the start of class. Students may be given a specific due date for special projects/assignments. We expect students to take home any work not completed during school time. Parents, please feel free to sign the agenda nightly acknowledging you have read the assignments. 

Late/Missing Work: We believe students are responsible for completing their work ON TIME. Students are given plenty of time in class to work. 
Absent Policy: Students themselves, not the teacher, will be responsible for getting absent work from the “Absent Work Bin.” This process will be explained to students. Students will have the number of days they were absent to complete the work. After that time, they will be considered late. 
*If you know about an upcoming trip, we will attempt to provide work ahead of time. Otherwise the child will need to complete the work upon returning. 

*If your child is sick for three or more days, we will put the work in the office for pick up upon request from the parent. 
Grading Policies:

All grades will be recorded into PowerSchools in a timely manner. For larger projects, it may take more time. If an assignment is left blank, we did not input a grade yet. Parents are encouraged to look at their child’s grade on PowerScools weekly. If there is an issue with the child’s grades, please talk to your child first. It is important for them to start problem solving on their own. If the problem is still not solved, then contact us. If you cannot access you child’s grades on the internet, parents need to ask the office staff for a username and password. You will need a photo ID to obtain this information. 

Going Green:
In an effort to save paper please be aware of the following:
· Progress reports will not be sent home, please regularly check your child’s grades on PowerSchools. 

· 6th grade E-blasts will be sent home twice a month with updates and information. Please be sure that we have your updated e-mail address so you can receive these E-blasts to be informed. 
** Any of the policies or procedures established in our classrooms are subject to change if we find out that something is not working or a better way is suggested. 
THIS IS GOING TO BE THE BEST YEAR EVER!
Please fill out the bottom portion and return to your child’s 1st hour teacher by Friday, August 17th. 

I have read, understand and will comply with the 2012-2013 6th grade handbook:

Date:_____________________________________

Parent Name:______________________________

Parent Signature:___________________________

Parent E-mail: ______________________________
Student Name:_____________________________

First hour Teacher:__________________________

Student Signature:__________________________
